
 
 

Changes to Building RegulaƟons and Building RegulaƟon 
applicaƟon process. 
It has been a busy period implemenƟng the changes to the procedural building 
regulaƟons introduced on the 1st October, introduced under Part 3 of the 
Building Safety Act 2022. 

Our applicaƟon form has been updated and we have introduced a noƟce of 
compleƟon. 

ApplicaƟon process key changes:  

A ‘Full plans applicaƟon’ is now called an 
‘ApplicaƟon for building control approval 
with full plans’. We have shortened this to 
‘Approval with full plans. 

‘CondiƟons’ aƩached to a full plans 
applicaƟon are now called ‘Requirements’. 

‘Commencement of work’ is now ‘start of 
work’ 

Commencement of work is now when, on 
domesƟc projects, 15% of the work has 
been carried out. A statement indicaƟng 
what amounts to 15% is required as part of 
the full plans applicaƟon. 

A declaraƟon not more than 5 days aŌer the work is to be regarded as 
commenced is required from the person carrying out the work. 

A declaraƟon not more than 5 days aŌer the work is to be regarded as complete 
is required from the person carrying out the work. The noƟce must include a 
statement signed by the client staƟng that the work complies with all applicable 
requirements of building regulaƟons. A statement staƟng that the principal 
contractor and principal designer have full filled their duƟes. 

 



 
We have introduced commencement and compleƟon noƟces: 

 

 

 

Introducing Dutyholders and competence 
 

ResponsibiliƟes related to dutyholders have been introduced. A dutyholder is 
the client, principal designer, and principal contractor. All have responsibiliƟes 
under regulaƟon 11 including the need to consider competence. 

Guidance has been provided by DLUHC as follows: 

Dutyholder duties and competence 

 

The Building Regulations etc. (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2023 set out a 
framework which identifies those dutyholders involved in the procurement, design 
and undertaking of building work, and imposes duties on them. They apply to all 
building work from 1 October 2023 onwards. The dutyholders to which these 
regulations will apply will be clients, principal designers, designers, principal 
contractors and contractors. As has always been the case, the duty to ensure that 
the work complies with all relevant building regulations is on those procuring and 
undertaking the design and building work.  Dutyholders will need to plan, manage,  

 



 
 

and monitor their work, cooperate, and communicate with each other and coordinate 
their work. 

Those undertaking design work and building work will need to have the right 
competence (the skills, knowledge, experience and behaviours or organisational 
capability) for the work they are engaged to do. The person making the appointment 
for design work or commissioning building work has a duty to appoint a competent 
person, and the person undertaking the work should not undertake the work if they 
are not competent to do so. 

Anyone undertaking design work or building work will need to plan, manage, and 
monitor the work to ensure that it complies with all relevant requirements. When 
carrying out design work 

the designer or principal designer will be required to take all reasonable steps to 
ensure that the 

design is such that, if the building work to which the design relates has been built in 
accordance with that design, then the building work would comply with all relevant 
requirements. When carrying out building work, the contractor or principal contractor 
will need to ensure the building work they carry out complies with all relevant 
requirements. 

The requirements placed upon clients, designers, principal designers, contractors, 
and principal contractors are listed in regulations 11A to 11O of the Building 
Regulations 2010 as inserted by Regulation 6 of the Building Regulations etc. 
(Amendment) (England) Regulations 2023. 

The full guidance note is available here: 
hƩps://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65411c081f1a600010360b59/Building_Circula
r_LeƩer_-_Changes_to_the_building_control_process.pdf  

 

 GBCP Website updates: hƩp://www.gbcpartners.co.uk/   
 

Our website has been updated with a revised applicaƟon form, new 
commencement and compleƟon forms and guidance notes. If you have any queries 
or wish to discuss a building control project,  

please contact us at: building.control@stroud.gov.uk  

or visit our website:  hƩp://www.gbcpartners.co.uk/   


